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Town 
$4.40 
20% 

County 
$2.79 
13% 

State School 
$2.24 
10% 

Local School 
$12.22 

57% 

2011 TAX RATE ALLOCATION - $ 21.65 
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Report of Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger 
 
Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire Division of Forests & Lands, work collaboratively to 
reduce the risk and frequency of wildland fires in New Hampshire.  To help us assist you, please contact your local Forest Fire Warden or 
Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing ANY outside burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17) a fire permit is 
required for all outside burning, unless the ground is completely covered with snow. The New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services also prohibits the open burning of household waste. Citizens are encouraged to contact the local fire department or DES at 603-
271-1370 or www.des.state.nh.us for more information.  Safe open burning requires diligence and responsibility.  Help us to protect New 
Hampshire’s forest resources.  For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603) 271-2214, or online at 
www.nhdfl.org.  
 
Both in terms of the number of fires, as well as the number of acres burned, this past fire season was the smallest since records have been 
kept.  Extensive rainfall virtually all season long kept the fire danger down.  When fires did start they were kept very small. The largest 
fire for the season was only 5.4 acres which occurred in Littleton on May 2nd 2011.  There was however a small window of high fire 
danger in the northern third of the state during July when little rainfall was recorded.  During this time there were a number of lightning 
started fires which are fairly unusual in New Hampshire.  As has been the case over the last few years, state budget constraints have 
limited the staffing of our statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers to Class III or higher fire danger days.  Despite the reduction in the 
number of days staffed, our fire lookouts are credited with keeping most fires small and saving several structures due to their quick and 
accurate spotting capabilities.  The towers fire spotting was supplemented by contracted aircraft and the NH Civil Air Patrol when the fire 
danger was especially high.  Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the area where homes 
and flammable wildland fuels intermix.  Several of the fires during the 2011 season threatened structures, a constant reminder that forest 
fires burn more than just trees.  Homeowners should take measures to prevent a wildland fire from spreading to their home.  Precautions 
include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine needles, and maintaining adequate green space around your home free of 
flammable materials.  Additional information and homeowner recommendations are available at www.firewise.org.  Please help Smokey 
Bear, your local fire department, and the state’s Forest Rangers by being fire wise and fire safe!  
 

2011 FIRE STATISTICS 
(All fires reported as of November 2011)  

(figures do not include fires under the jurisdiction of the White Mountain National Forest) 
COUNTY STATISTICS 

County Acres # of Fires 
Belknap .5 1 
Carroll 5 11 
Cheshire 2 3 
Coos 7.5 30 
Grafton  17.5 57 
Hillsborough 2 12 
Merrimack 4 3 
Rockingham 0 0 
Strafford .5 2 
Sullivan 3 6 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Bel
kn

ap

Car
ro

ll

Ches
hire

Coos

Gra
fto

n

Hill
sb

oro
ugh

M
er

rim
ac

k

Rock
in

gham

Stra
ffo

rd

Sulli
va

n

Acres

# of Fires

CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED   Total  Fires  Total Acres 
Arson  7     2011  125  42 
Debris 63     2010  360  145 
Campfire 10     2009  334  173   
Children 2     2008  455  175 
Smoking 9     2007  437  212 
Railroad  1  
Equipment 1 
Lightning  3  
Misc.* 29 (*Misc.: power lines, fireworks, electric fences, etc.) 

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDLAND FIRE 
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CAPITAL AREA MUTUAL AID FIRE COMPACT 

 

President: Chief Ray R. Fisher          Chief Coordinator:    Dick Wright 

 

P.O. Box 3962              Email:        Telephone  603-225-8988 

Concord, NH  03302-3962         capareac1@myfairpoint.net               Fax: 603-228-0983 

 

 

105 LOUDON ROAD, BUILDING 1, CONCORD, NH 03301 

 

ALLENSTOWN · BOSCAWEN · BOW · BRADFORD · CANTERBURY · CHICHESTER · CONCORD · 

DEERING · DUNBARTON EPSOM · HENNIKER · HOOKSETT · HOPKINTON · LOUDON · 

NORTHWOOD · PEMBROKE · PITTSFIELD · SALISBURY WARNER · WEBSTER 

 

 

2011 ANNUAL REPORT TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

The 2011 annual report is prepared for the Board of Directors of 

the Capital Area Fire Compact as a summary of general activities 

for the 2011 calendar year.  It is also forwarded to the Town 

offices of the Compact’s member communities for information and 

distribution as desired. 

 

This organization was created forty five years ago when a 

handful of fire chiefs decided they needed to work together by 

sharing equipment and personnel resources to provide better fire 

protection and quicker responses to their communities.  In 

addition to fire protection, fire departments now provide 

emergency medical services as well.  Approximately 70% of the 

Compact’s call volume represents medical emergency responses. 

 

The Compact provides 24/7 emergency dispatch service to its 

twenty member communities.  This service is contracted with the 

City of Concord Fire Department’s Communications Center 

utilizing eight shift dispatchers and the Dispatch Supervisor.  

Fire and Emergency Medical dispatched calls totaled 21,127 in 

2011, an increase of 1.7% from the previous year.  The detailed 

activity report by agency is attached. 

 

The Compact’s operational area is currently 711 square miles 

with an estimated resident 

population of 125,004.  The latest Equalized Property Valuation 

published by NH Department 

of Revenue Administration is 12.2 billion dollars for our member 

area.  All departments 

participate in automatic responses to other communities as 

needed. 

 

The Chief Coordinator responded to 173 incidents in 2011, and 

provided command post 

assistance on major incidents. He also aids all departments with 

response planning and  

updating addressing information. 

 

Current Compact officers, elected in January 2011, are:  
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